THE    AMERICAN     PRESIDENTS
State Senator, a member of the highest court of New York,
and Attorney-General for the State. He had started as a
member of the Clinton clique in the Democratic-Republican
Party, but soon broke with De Witt Clinton and began to
form his own group. By 1820, he was a leader of the
famous "Albany Regency/' a group of politicians who
controlled New York State for a generation, and who first
proved to an admiring nation the simple effectiveness of the
"Spoils System." In 1821, he went to the Senate at
Washington, and by 1824 he had picked Jackson as the
coming man, and was beginning to lay the foundations for
what was to develop into the Democratic Party.
After Jackson's election, in 1828, Van Buren was made
Secretary of State. He kept on good terms with the
unofficial "kitchen cabinet," remained as detached as
possible from the Jackson-Calhoun quarrel, and made the
most of the war over Peggy O'Neil. His reward was the
Vice-Presidency in 1832, and the Presidency in 1836.
As might have been expected, Van Buren's inaugural
message was a hymn of praise to democracy combined with
an attempt to persuade both North and South that there
really was no reason why they should not live together
amicably. With one exception he kept all Jackson's
cabinet, and in so far as Jackson had a policy, Van Buren
continued that as well. One of his few original contribu-
tions was the Independent Treasury Bill, providing for
building a treasury at Washington, and sub-treasuries
throughout the country, in which (now that the Bank was
defunct) the Government could lock up its funds. This
bill was soon repealed by the Whigs, then re-enacted by the
Democrats, remaining in force until the Civil War.
In 1840 there occurred the most ridiculous election in
American history. Van Buren was renominated by the
Democrats, as a matter of course; but the Whigs had
trouble in choosing their candidate. Henry Clay was the
obvious m*an; but the party leaders suspected that since his
opinions on many subjects were widely known there might
be a number of potential Whigs who would vote against
him merely because they disagreed with him. Clay, there-
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